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u^« Account of the Ohfervations of the fame Ecltpfe as they 
ii'cre made at Paris ; communicated by the Learned Bullialdus, 
;// his Letter to theTitbliJJyer., dated Fcbr. 6. iG-j^.Ji. n. 
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Caelum anticipat Tabulas ; in alils loc'ts Tabulte anticipant 

Ccclum. 

[This we may publiili more particularly by our next, when we ihall 
have received ihc Parif^an Acconipt in Print.] 

yf« Accompt of T). Paulus Biornonius, refiding in Iceland, given 
to fome ^Thilofophical Inquiries concerning that Country', 
formerly recommended to him from hence : The Narrative 
being in Latine, 'tis thus Englilh'd by the Tublijher. 

THE Captain of the Engl iJJj Ship being ready to fet Sail, I cannot 
now anCvvcr your juries fo fully as I intended ; but purpofe to 
do it hereafter, whcp 1 fhall write the Natural Hiilory of this Ifland, 
Mean time be pleafed to accept of the fliort Notes following. 

Our ^/r is very healthy all the Year long. The Difcafes, which the 
Inhabitants are moil fubjeft to, arc the Cholick and Lcprofy. We have 
no Phyficiansj only two or three Chirurgeons, that furnifli us with 
fome Plaifters for the drefling of Wounds. In our Air, Iron rulls very 
foon. 

The Changes of the Weather are uncertain, nor do they fall out ac- 
cording to the four Seafons of the Year. Sometimes it fnows as well 
as hails in the midft of Summer} and the Winds blow now and then 
moft furioufly at the fame Seafon. 

As to the Froft^ it penetrates at moft four Foot into the Earth. 
Spirit of Wine and Oyl is free from being fro2,en, much more Qiiick- 
filver. We prefcrve our Fifli from Putieliiftion by burying them in 
the Snow. Bodies frozen do fwcll, and are changed in Talle and Co- 
lour, The Figure of the Snow is various, and fo is its Size. Hail is 
rodndifh ; the greateft is only of the Bignefs of Haii-ihot that we kill 

fowl with, 

Of 
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Of Meteors, I liavc obferved the Ignis lamhens, the Draco vchns, and 
frequently two Mock- Suns, with three Rainbows palling through them 
and the true Sun. We have no ftatcd Winds. 

The Depth of our Sea varieth, the grcateil about our Coart is four- 
fcore Fathoms. How much Salt our Sea-Water yields, I know nor. 
The generality of our People ufc no Salt} thofe that do, make ufc of 
what is imported. Our Sca-watcr in clear Nights, being llruck with 
Oars, fl)incth like Fire burding out of a Furnace. The Tydes obfervc 
the Motion of the Moon. The Sea fwtlls about the Moon's Riling 
and Setting v and it f;dls when flie is Southerly and Northerly. The 
ordinary highcll Tydcs arc not above lixtcen F'oot, except in Autumn, 
when 'tis very tcmpciluons, and then they rife fometimes to twenty 
Foot. About the Full and New Moon arc the highelt Spring-tides, 
and the lovvell Neap-tides. 

As for Lakes and Springs j of the former we have very many, and 
moll of then>on high Mountain-s, which are Itorcd with Salmons. Of 
the latter we have innumerable, guiliing out of Rocks. We abound 
alfo with Hot Springs, of which Ibmc are fo ho,c, that in a Qiiarter of 
an Hour they will fufficiently boyl gieat Pieces oF Beef j which is thus 
order'd : They hang Kettles with cold Water over them, in which 
they put the Meat to be boyledj for fear of cither burning or throw- 
ing up the Meat by the fervent and vehement Ebullition of the hot 
Waters. Thefe Waters do harden and petrity about the Brims of the 
Tfjerma. 

Our highcft Hills are not above a Quarter of a German Mile high j 
which how I have meafur'd, I fliall give an Account of hereafter. 
There is a whole Ridge of Mountains through all the Ifland. Our 
People live only in the Vallics, and towards the Sea-fliorc. There 
are other ignivomous Mountains beiidcs Hecla } yet all covcr'd with 
Snow. 

The Declination of the Load-Jlonc is here to the North- well i (but 
how much, he notes not.) 

Our Soil is Clayie for the moll part i in fome Places Sandy j no 
where Chalky. No Tillage at all. We are ferv'd by imported Com- 
modities, of which the chief are, Barley, Wheat, Linnen, Iron. 

Touching Anirnals, we have great Number of divers Birds in 
Summer. In Winter, Ravens, Eagles, Wild-Ducks, Swans. Whi- 
ther the Summer Birds fly, we know not. We arc pretty well ttored 
with Horfcs, Oxen, Cows, Sheep, Dogs, and in fome Places with 
Hens. Foxes there arc in the Mountains j and when the Greenland Ice 
comes upon us, that brings with them thofe terrible Guclls, that do us 
fo much Mifchief, I mean, a great many Bears. Our Oxen and Cows 
live in Winter upon Hayj but our Horfe and Sheep make a Shift to 
live upon the Giafs undtir the Snow, and the Gorallin-mofs, call'd Muf- 
cus Marims. 
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Wc have no Minerals, that we knowj only Store of Brimftone, of 
which we fend out every Year two Ships Lading. 

1 had almoll forgot to acquaint you with a very remarkable Obfer- 
vation made in the Year 164:.. on the thirteenth of iMij, which is, that 
then all t!ie Sea, which beats upon our Promontories, was for two 
Days i'o ptlliicid and lliining, that Shells and the leall Stones could be 
fccn at tiic Bottom, where the Sea was forty Fathoms deep ; infomuch 
that the laid C)bie6cs kcm'd to be no tbnher than three Foot diitant 
from the Sides of our Filliermcns Boats, who, when they (aw it, were 
fo frightcii at it, that they prclcnily came in, and noiicd this all over 
the C^ounri), It began in tlic Morning about nine of the Clock) and 
the whole witnelied by divers very honell and credible Men. 

divers Rural and Oecono'/nical Inquiries^ recommended to Ob- 

fervation and Trjal. 

I. VT tH ET H ER fuch Trees as arc inoculated in Felrujry^ are free 
W fiom all Worms i both themlelves and their Fruit: as is be- 
lieved by many ? 

2. Whether it be true, that Cions taken off from young Treey, 
which never yet bloflbm'd, be not good to engraft, and do never conic 
to bear ? 

3. Whether Cions of Fruit-Trees grafted upon Forreft-Trecs will 
profpcr and bear ? Some curious Perlons having affirmed, that they 
have tried Cions of Apple-Trees upon Elms, without Succefs; yet o- 
thers anining, that Qiiinces have been grafted upon Willows, and Pears 
upon White-Thorns, with very good Succefs. Where we take the Li- 
berty to fuggeil, that it would, perhaps, not be amifs, to obfervc fome 
Affinity in this kind of grafting, as to graft Chclbiut-Cions on Oaks: 
Some would have Cions of Apples try'd on Oaks, and of Wallnuts on 
Afti- Trees, {^c. 

4. Whether any Trees will live, of which a Part is unbarked round 
about ? Some affirming, that the Jlder will thrive, notwithllanding its 
being thus unbarked. 

f . Whether the often tranfplanting of Wild-Trees does really turn 
them into Garden-Trees. 

6. Whether it agrees with Experience what Lauremhergiiis affirms, 
that Gilly- flowers tnuifplantcd twice a Year, Spring and Harvcll, be- 
come the fuller and the more beauteous? 

7. Whether Trees and Shrubs arc to be tranfplantcd from the Full to 
the New Moon, about Michaelmas; but Herbs and Flowers in the m- 
creafing Moon > and all, about Evening. 

8. Whether a Tree may be made to bear the fir ft Year, by drawing 
<\ Branch thorough a Pot, the Branch being full pricked with a Knife 
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